
ASHFORD AND DISTRICT ROAD RUNNERS CLUB 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

27TH MARCH 2014 
SANDYACRES SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 

 
Present:  There were 26 members present at the meeting. 
 
Apologies for absence:  There were apologies from Chris Valdus and Marion Oakley. 
 
Last years’ minutes:  These were proposed by Clare Jenkins and seconded by Steve Hickman and 
agreed unanimously. 
 
Matters Arising from last years’ minutes:  None 
 
Chairmans report: 
 
The Chairman welcomed all members to the AGM.  This year there have been lots of new members 
which is marvellous. 
 
The 10k race almost did not go ahead this year due to flooding, but a last minute course change to 
an out and back route meant that the race could go ahead.  The committee is considering keep this 
course as it started and finished from the club and it was easier to manage.  The route will be 
decided later this year by the committee and, if the out and back route is kept, the course will be re-
measured.  Financial wise the 10k was very good this year as we cut down on expenses due to 
members marshalling the race. 
 
The Chairman stated that it had been a good 12 months with new members and everyone enjoying 
themselves.  He finished by thanking all of the members for their support. 
 
Treasurers report: 
 
The accounts for the club were circulated to members; comprising a Balance Sheet and a P&L.  The 
key features of the P&L were explained by the treasurer:- 
 

 Money has been invested in kit; this will be gradually repaid by members. 

 Member numbers are even, we have had some new members but also we have had a few 
who have not renewed their membership. 

 10k race costs, the 2013 race only made us £1,300 but the unofficial figure for 2014 is 
£3,800 – this is mainly due to the help of all of the members. 

 The 25th Anniversary was a large expense in 2013 and it was not well attended.  T-shirts cost 
£800 were handed out to every member, which was a positive to come out of the 
anniversary celebration. 

 The cost of hiring Sandyacres has increased 

 The club is expected to be better off financially in 2014 

 Closing balance £2,843.45 
 

The accounts were proposed by the Treasurer and seconded by Clare Jenkins and accepted 
unanimously. 
 
  



 
Ladies Captain Report 
 
First of all I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all our lady runners achievements 
during this last year and from going over the results that Helen kindly records and submits to the 
paper, many of you have taken part in lots of races and achieved lots of personal bests. 
 
First of all I would like to thank all those who took part in the relays last year which were a great 
success for us, as we came a very respectable third in the ladies team and even managed to get a 
vets team out and the fact that I managed to run most of them was even more of an achievement!  
This year we have the proposed dates and once finalised I will put them up on the notice board in 
the corridor and hopefully we will have lots of your willing and eager to take part.... 
 
And just before I start going over the results of the last year I would like to thank Molly for her 
continual time, dedication and support for everyone who attends her circuit sessions and her 
gruelling running sessions that I am very good at avoiding! 
 
I would like to go through most of the results, however I apologise now if I have forgotten to include 
any of you in any of them.  I’ve started with Brighton Marathon with Helen and Jan completed – well 
done.  A week later Katie made her debut run in the London marathon in a time of 4hrs 17 and Clare 
Jenkins finished in 4 hrs 42.  Well done to both of them. 
 
Running for our club last year Sandi took part in the Orpington Half Marathon in a time of just under 
2 hours 15 minutes, she has since bettered her time for the half in the Reading Half marathon under 
club Run England and clocked a time of 2hours and 4 minutes.  Well Done!  She also took part in the 
Myra Garrett 10k in a time of 1 hour and 3 minutes – well done to Sandi.  The last day in June the 
Hamstreet 10k was organised and Sandi was the sole runner again for the ladies she finished the 
course in a time of 1 hour and 4 minutes.  Sandi also took part in the Victoria Park Summer Series 5k 
on Friday 12th July and ran a personal best in 28 minutes 40 seconds! On the 7th September the 
Charing 10k took place and again on her own for the club, she ran the course in 58 minutes 26 
seconds finishing in 14th place.  I managed to get to that one, unfortunately not to run but to offer 
some shouts of encouragement. 
 
The Samphire Hoe Summer Series 5k was held on 22nd May – Jan Hickman was our only lady runner 
for the club and she finished in just over 36 minutes. 
 
Next was the Littlestone 10k , held on Friday 24th May, and three ladies ran this course – Helen 
Weeden with a personal best of 53:06, Lynne Oliver in 1:06:01 and Jan Hickman 1:14:41.  Well done 
to all of you. 
 
The Folkestone 10k took place on Sunday 26th May and this time Katie Huckerby, so called then but 
now McCarter was representing our ladies!  She achieved a personal best in a time of 47:18.  Well 
done Katie!  Katie also achieved a personal best in the 5k Park Run in Ashford clocking a time of 
22:25 and she was the first female finishing 7th overall. 
 
On 24th June the Podplus 5K was held, three runners took part.  First in was Clare Jenkins in 30:12 
closely followed by Dawn Ayres in 30:42 and Lynne Oliver in 36:52. 
 
Jan Hickman took part in the Giants Head 10k held at the end of June and recorded a time of 1 hour 
48 minutes. 
 



On Saturday 13th July Jan Hickman and Marion Oakley joined Steve Hickman for his 85th Marathon at 
the Ridgeway 100k event Race to the Stone.  All three completed day one of the challenge, 
apparently in extreme heat -  a fantastic effort by all of them.  I know Jan was meant to be running 
the London and Brighton marathons this year but is unable to due to injury so I hope she makes a 
full recovery. 
 
The 10K Rye Summer Series took place on 5th July – Jo Faux ran a personal best and finished 3rd lady 
overall in 46:20 and also taking part was Helen who ran the distance in 54:53.  Well done to both of 
you. 
 
On Sunday 14th July the London 10k run was held.  Julie Foster who joined us as a member in July 
finished the course in 1 hour 4 minutes.  Not sure if this was her first race but it was her first time 
under our club so well done to Julie.  She also ran the Ashford Park Run held in December and 
finished 7th lady overall.  Her time was 29:53 and Julie finished first in her age category.  On the same 
day in July the Romney Marsh 10k took place, Katie McCarter was running and she recorded a time 
of 49:58. 
 
The Canterbury Half marathon was organised on Bank Holiday Monday in August again Katie ran in a 
time of 1:52:57 a personal best and 14th in her age category.  Jo Faux finished 19th in her age 
category and her time was 1:57:11 and Helen Weeden finished 18th in her age group with a time of 
2:33:48 – well done to all three. 
 
On 7th September the Hardelot 10k took place in France – this was the second year our club has 
taken part and again I understand was a great success – Jan Hickman finished the course in 1:15:08 
and these three ladies all ran personal bests – Katie McCarter 46:18, a whole minute off her previous 
time, Helen in 52:48 and Dawn Ayres in 56:35.  Dawn also took part in the Tenterden 5 mile race 
held this year and she clocked a time of 44:45.  Closer to home the same day as Hardelot, Tough 
Mudder took place and Jo Faux completed this tough course. 
 
Chilham 10k Challenge took place next in the diary.  This was held on Sunday 20th October and two 
of our female runners took part.  Helen Weeden finished in 1:07:48 and was 4th female vet – 
congratulations, and Marion Oakley was first female vet 60 in a time of 1:41:48. 
 
Beachy Head – previously known as the 7 bitches followed – we had five A&D ladies; Katie finished in 
4hrs 46, Helen knocked 40 minutes off her last years time and just behind Helen, Amanda finished in 
5hrs 51 minutes.  Marion and Jan finished in just over 8 hours.  Well done to all of them. 
 
The Ashford Half Marathon was held on the 1st December and Amanda Bashford ran her debut run 
for the club in 2:17:10 – very well done!  Helen attempted to run in this race but unfortunately due 
to a night out on the **** she had to pull out!  She received a medal for her efforts. 
 
No other races for us ladies in December – Steve was the only club member who braved the 
elements in the Mince Pie run – FREEZING as I recall from previous years. 
 
Our 10k was again a great success and taking part in the Marshall’s race, Helen Weeden ran 57:41 
(according to her watch!) but was behind Steve who clocked a time of 58:50!!!!  Lucy Cresser ran a 
personal best - well done to her.  Lynne Oliver ran on the day and she finished in 1:02:17. 
 
The following week was the Deal Half Marathon and Amanda Bashford who made her debut in the 
Ashford Half was running again and she managed to knock over 17 minutes off her time – well done 
to her. 



The famous Steyning Stinger off road Marathon that took place this year was run by Katie McCarter 
in a time of 4hrs 40 minutes and Helen Weeden in just over 6 hours.  Well done, a definite 
achievement – I loved this marathon – about the only one I actually enjoyed! 
 
On the 9th March the Lydd Half Marathon took place – Jo Faux finished in 1 hour 42 minutes – third 
senior lady and Julie Foster ran her first half marathon in  2 hours 13 minutes.  Well done to both of 
them. 
 
Hastings Half Marathon – Katie McCarter clocked 1:47:08, Lucy Cresser in 2:01:39 – a personal best 
for Lucy and the furthest she has run!  And congratulations to Helen for getting a personal best time 
of 2:07:38. 
 
I’d just like to finish by wishing very good luck to everyone running the London and Brighton 
marathons this year.  I will be there to cheer on all of you at London – I hopefully have a seat on the 
coach that Clare has organised once again. 
 
And once again if anyone is interested in taking over the role of Ladies Captain I would more than 
happily step down – being able to run and actually coming up the club are probably quite important 
and I seem to fail abysmally on both parts! 
 
In May, June and July 2014 Road Relays take place in Folkestone, Thanet, Ashford, Deal and 
Canterbury  
1) 6th May at Folkestone @ 7.15pm  
2) 20th May at Thanet Minnis Bay @ 7.30pm 
3) 10th June Ashford Victoria Park @ 7.30pm 
4) 24th June Samphire Hoe @ 7.30pm 
5) 15th July at Canterbury @ 7.30pm 

 
 

Men’s Captain Report 
 
Thank you to all male runners for taking part in our 10k this year.    Our male runners have taken 
part in numerous 10ks, Marathons and Ultras. 
 
I have been a member with A&D for 20 years and I feel that the club is getting better all of the time.  
I’d like to welcome Neil to the committee (if he is voted in), he is standing for the position of Vice 
Captain. 
 
I would like to mention some excellent results: 
Kevan James 1:22 and Christopher Boyce 1:28 at the Lydd Half Marathon 
Dean Bracken who managed a PB with a broken leg! 
Rob Butler achieved under 1:30 Hastings Half Marathon. 
 
I would like to mention the huge achievement that Steve Hickman is heading for his 100th marathon 
this year. 
 
I hope there is a good turnout at Relays this year and I also hope to get a cross country team out this 
year also. 
 
Well done to all of our Male Runners. 
 



 
Re-Election Of Vice-President 
Mr Ernie Warren was unanimously re-elected as Vice President 
 
ELECTION OF 2013/2014 committee 
 
All positions were re standing for the forthcoming year other than: Helen Weeden is stepping down 
as Honorary Secretary; Lynne Oliver has stepped down as Webmaster. 
 
For the position of Records Secretary: 
Phil Hamilton was nominated by Pat Butler, seconded by Clare Jenkins and unanimously agreed.   
 
For the position of Men’s Vice Captain: 
Neil Buckley was nominated by Steve Hickman, seconded by Clare Jenkins and unanimously agreed. 
 
For the position of Membership Secretary: 
Jo Faux was nominated by Gill Pragnell, seconded by Clare Jenkins and unanimously agreed. 
 
For the position of Webmaster: 
Lucy Cresser was nominated by Helen Weeden, seconded by Phil Hamilton and unanimously agreed. 
 
 
Other committee positions:- 
 
Chairman – Steve Hickman 
 
Hon. Secretary – Sandi Starling 
 
Hon. Treasurer – Robin Butler 
 
Ladies Captain – Gill Pragnell  
 
Mens Captain – Eddie Rodger 
 
Vice Chairman – Eddie Rodger 
 
Social Secretary – Clare Jenkins 
 
All were unanimously agreed. 
 
 
Auditor of Accounts:  Darren Ward was confirmed as Auditor of Accounts 
 
Reminders 
 
Club Fees are due. 
 
The meeting closed at 21.45 
 
S E Starling 
 


